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DRUG ABUSE AND ROAD TRAUMA CAMPAIGN 
Statement by Minister for Police 

MR PRINCE (Albany - Minister for Police) [12.12 pm]:  I launched this morning a new information campaign 
aimed at curbing both drug abuse and road trauma.  The campaign comes under the drug aware series of 
information programs and will target young people aged 17 to 25 years.  The initiative is one of the first attempts 
to address this issue nationally, and it is funded by the Road Safety Council and the WA Drug Abuse Strategy 
Office. 
The campaign will use some graphic posters placed in bathrooms at night venues and tertiary education 
institutions to show the possible results of getting behind the wheel of a car after taking drugs.  There will also 
be advertising in the Xpress magazine and an information card and booklet.  Community drug service teams, 
local drug action groups, regional health services and schools will also distribute information. 
According to health statistics, over the next 12 months we can expect about 600 people to sustain traumatic head 
injuries, of whom about 360 people will do so through motor vehicle crashes.  Their average age will be in the 
mid to late 20s.  These figures do not reflect the other horrific injuries sustained in traffic crashes each year or 
the number of people who die.  The risks of alcohol and driving are well known and understood in our 
community, and the Government spends a good deal of money every year ensuring this message continues to be 
heard.  However, a mounting volume of evidence shows the potential dangers of drugs and driving. 
No suitable tests are available at present for roadside drug detection other than blood alcohol content testing.  
However, the 1998 national drug strategy household survey found that 8 per cent of adult Western Australians 
reported that they had driven motor vehicles under the influence of drugs other than alcohol.  The proportion was 
much higher among some age and gender subgroups; for example, 29 per cent of males and 12 per cent of 
females aged 20 to 29 years reported driving while under the influence of drugs.  Among fatally injured drivers, 
28 per cent were found to have multiple drugs in their bodies, 14 per cent had one drug and 9 per cent had drugs 
and alcohol.  A Western Australian study for 1992-95 by the Task Force on Drug Abuse found that among 
drivers and passengers killed with drugs detected in their body, 48 per cent had detectable cannabis, 23 per cent 
opiates and 11 per cent stimulants.  This survey evidence is supported by risk analysis of crashes, which 
indicates that alcohol, opiates, benzodiazepines, stimulants and cannabis in combination with alcohol all have a 
significant effect on driver performance and increased relative crash risk.   
Given the level of illicit drug use in the community and the willingness of drivers to get behind the wheel under 
the influence of both alcohol and other drugs, the Government considers it is time to target drug-driving 
behaviour.  The campaign starts today. 
 


